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Merry Christmas! I pray that 

amid the busy-ness of the 

season you are able to slow 

down, enjoy the people in 

your life, and see the good-

ness of God around you. May 

we all keep a joyful spirit of giving thanks 

and sharing the gifts of ourselves through-

out the coming year. 

In light of that, take note of the many op-

portunities around our parish and city that 

can help connect you with God and others, 

energize you, support you in your Catholic-

Christian life, and challenge you to live 

your faith. 

From your pastor

Friday Fresh Fire Nights 
Jan. 30, Feb. 20, Mar. 20, Apr. 24

STM has held over two dozen of 

these evenings, providing Eucha-

ristic Adoration, praise and wor-

ship music, personal testimony, 

and healing prayer.  If you've never 

been, they are dynamic encoun-

ters with our Eucharistic Lord. (See 

details on page 2.)

STM Annual Auction
Mardi Gras Masquerade

Saturday, January 31  

This year's Fund-a Need is Imagi-

nation to Innovation: Investing in 

Technology & STEAM learning. See 

more information on page 9

The Parish Office 

will be closed December 24-26

Featuring

Lent Offerings:
Ash Wednesday Masses 

6:15AM, 8:15AM, and 6PM

Stations of the Cross

Fridays at 5PM in the Church

Vacation Bible School 
Week of June 22nd, 9AM-Noon 

For children currently in grades 

K-4. Older children and adults are 

needed to assist. Watch for ad-

ditional information in the parish 

bulletin after the �rst of the year!
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Prayer, Worship & Sacraments
All ministries listed in this section are held at STM.

Mass Times at STM
Daily Masses

Monday, 8:15am
Tuesday, 6:15 & 8:15am
Wednesday, 6:15 & 8:15am
Thursday, 6:15 & 8:15am
Friday, 8:15am
First Saturday, 8:15am

Sunday Masses
•	 Saturday - 4pm Vigil Mass
•	 Sunday - 7:30am, 9am and 11am

Masses are recorded daily and posted on our web-
site, stmkc.com, and at youtube.stmkc.com.

Eucharistic Adoration
Sundays, 12-3pm
Fridays, 9am-9pm

Church Hours for Private Prayer
Monday through Friday, 6am-
9pm	
Saturday & Sunday, 7am-9pm

Pray for Others
Parishioners and friends who are sick may contact 
Joan Sandford to have their name in the bulletin 
for prayers. There is also a book in the narthex to 
list prayer intentions. (Look behind the informa-

tion table.)
Another avenue is to contact Peggy Lucas to have 
an email sent to our 200+ prayer warriors.
Finally, there are teams of "Seven Sisters" who pray 
for our priests. Contact Joan Sandford to be a part 
of a team.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5-6pm (Not Dec. 25)
Saturdays, 3-3:45pm 
First Saturdays, 7:15-8am

To make an appointment outside of regularly 
scheduled times, contact Father Matt Rotert: 816-
942-2492 x204 or mrotert@stmkc.com.

Pray the Rosary
All are welcome to pray the Rosary or the Fatima 
devotions after the 8:15am daily Masses or to 
join the Knights of Columbus to pray after the 
9am Sunday Mass.

Fresh Fire Fridays
Jan. 30, Feb. 20, Mar. 20, Apr. 24, 7-9pm

"I have come to set the earth on �re, and wish it were 
already blazing!" Luke 12:49.
Looking for a wonderful experience of prayer 
with others? These evenings are beautiful nights 
of candlelit Eucharistic Adoration with praise and 
worship music and personal testimonies. 

Prayer teams are 
also available to 
pray with those in 
need. 
 

Come to experience the power of Jesus' healing 
presence. 

Healing and Recovery Ministries

Grief Peer Support Group
1st & 3rd Wed. (Jan. 7), 4-5pm, Bauman Room

Grief is di�cult and can be experienced as a result 
of any kind of loss. In addition to supporting each 
other, we use various resources to better under-

Staying Connected

Here are some resources for staying connected  
to parish life at Saint Thomas More:
Parish website: stmkc.com
School website: stmkcschool.org
Event calendar: stmkc.com/calendar/
Email subscription: stmkc.com and click on the  
"EmailListSignUp" link to receive... 
	 Bulletin
	 Prayer Chain requests
	 Funeral notices
For help signing up, contact Joan Sandford.

The Christmas edition of our parish bulletin
PA R I S H  L I F E  AT  S A I N T  T H O M A S  M O R E
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stand our grief. Peggy Lucas, Pastoral Associate, 
facilitates these groups. Attend as you are able. For 
more info, contact Peggy Lucas.

Journey to Bethany 
Website: journeytobethany.org/

Director: Mike Gomez - 816-683-8999 or 
mgomez@journeytobethany.org
Journey to Bethany is a ministry in the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph that connects the gifts, re-
sources, prayers and concern of caring persons in the 
diocese.
Purpose: Serving those harmed by clergy sexual 
abuse through actions of healing and justice.
For more information on ways to volunteer and get 
involved, check out the website and join their mail-
ing list.

  
Annulment Advocacy Available at STM

Annulment Advocacy is available for those seeking 
to pursue - or consider pursuing - the annulment 
process, and seek resolution to a former marital rela-
tionship. STM provides both men and women, clergy 
and laity, trained to accompany divorced individuals 
through the process and answer questions along the 
way. There is no cost to this ministry which provides 
healing and clari�cation to those who participate. 
Call Father Matt Rotert for details.

EnCourage and Courage Diocesan Ministry
Website: couragerc.org/encourage/

EnCourage is a spiritual support group for family 
members and friends of loved ones with same-sex 
attraction. Courage is a spiritual support group 
helping Catholic men and women live in accordance 
with the Catholic Church’s teaching on same-sex at-
traction and/or behavior. Members strive to develop 
lives of interior chastity in union with Christ, through 
participation in the Sacraments, prayer, fellowship, 
and moral support. Both groups meet 
in Kansas City and St. Joseph.

Living Waters
Relational Integrity through 
the Broken Body of Christ
Website: livingwaters.com/
Mondays (January 20-May 5), 
7-9:30pm at STM

How does Jesus transform our brokenness into a 
gift to His Church? We can begin by applying his 
mercy to the ways we fail to love well: sins against 

us, sexual sins, giving too much, or withholding 
ourselves altogether. We seek wholeness through 
honest admission of our brokenness. This con�den-
tial, in-depth prayer/healing group is for men and 
women, marrieds and singles.
     For more information or to join the next series of 
Living Waters, please call 816-683-1794 or email  
kcomiskey@desertstream.org. Registration is re-
quired. 

Mental Health Outreach by Catholic Charities
Website: catholiccharities-kcsj.org/mentalhealth-
ministry/

Mental Health is very important. Through our Parish 
Mental Health Ministry Coordinator, Marie Justin, 
there are ten “faith sharing groups” throughout the 
diocese to discuss their walk with God and whatever 
mental heath burdens they are experiencing. For 
more info, please contact Marie Justin at 816-203-
2939 or mjustin@ccharities.com.

My House Workshop for Men - Diocesan Ministry
Websites: centerforhealingkc.com

My House is a 3-day con�dential, intensive for men 
striving to overcome and heal from unwanted sexual 
behaviors. It is geared to maximize your investment 
of time and money, as well as enhance any work 
you might have started or jump start your journey 
towards healing.

2026 Dates: February 5-7, July 30-August 1, No-
vember 5-7 (Fri., 7:30am-Sun., 3pm)

Local Ministries for Married Couples 
Retrouvaille (Retro-vi): Is your marriage in crisis?  
Website: helpourmarriage.org

Retrouvaille has a proven track record of 80% success 
rate among couples who attend the weekend pro-
gram and all twelve post sessions. All couples wel-
come! The next Kansas City weekend will be January 
23-25 (Friday-Sunday). For more information, visit 
helpourmarriage.com or call 800-470-2230. Other 
weekends begin June 19 and September 25.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME)
Website: wwme4youandme.org

Spend time strengthening your marriage by attend-
ing this weekend with your spouse! The next Kansas 
City weekend will be held at Savior Pastoral Center, 
Kansas City, KS on February 13-15. Other weekends 
begin June 19 and October 23.
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Project Rachel/Project Joseph National  Ministry
Many women and men su�er greatly in the after-
math of abortion. Many feel that they can’t or don’t 
deserve to be forgiven. Project Rachel/Joseph of-
fers compassionate counseling where women and 
men can �nd forgiveness, understanding, healing, 
and wholeness. There is hope! For more info, email 
projectrachel@diocesekcsj.org, call Project Rachel 
at 816-591-3804, or visit projectrachel.com. 

STM Prayer Blanket Ministry
Volunteers make blankets that are given to parish-
ioners who are going through a di�cult experi-
ence as a way to assure them of God's uncondi-
tional love and the parish's care and support. To 
help make blankets, contact Peggy Lucas.

Blood Drives	
STM hosts the Community Blood Center for four 
blood drives each year. Our next drive is Tuesday, 
April 21, in More Hall. Contact Joan 

Gabriel Project KC - Interdiocesan Ministry
People are waiting to walk with women who are 
pregnant and in need of any kind of assistance. 
They provide a friend to give you the emotional, 
material, and spiritual support you need, so that 
you are not making this journey  alone. They 
stay with you even after the birth of your baby, 
as long as you desire. For free, con�dential, and 
non-judgemental assistance, call 913-602-0306 
24/7. For more information or to email them, visit 
gabrielprojectkc.com.

Ministries of Service/Outreach
STM drives or is in partnership with the minis-
tries in this section.

Respect Life Ministry
The Respect Life Committee works to defend the 
sanctity of every human life and promote the 
dignity of every person. They host events through 
the year in support of pregnant moms and to raise 
awareness on abortion. For more information, 
contact Peggy Lucas.

March for Life
The national march in Washington DC takes place 
on Friday, January 23, 2026. A local march will take 
place in Je�erson City on Thursday, April 30. Call 
The Catholic Center, 816-756-1850, for possible 
bus information.

Community LINC
Website: communitylinc.org/

Community LINC works with motivated homeless 
families to reintegrate them into productive lives.  
Opportunities to help include one-on-one 
mentoring, children’s tutoring, and preparing 
an apartment for a new family or one-time 
opportunities as they arise. For more information, 
contact Peggy Lucas.

STM Green Team
The Green Team is working 
to mitigate waste, reduce 
energy usage, save money, 
and help protect the planet 
on parish and family levels. 
If you are passionate about 
sustainability, green solu-

tions, and protecting our God-given environment, 
join the team or send in your thoughts and ideas. 
Contact Peggy Lucas to be a part of this team.

Tip: KCMO Recycling Center at the intersection 
of Red Bridge & Hwy 71/I-49 accepts holiday lights 
all year. 

Guatemala Ministry
The Guatemala Action Group fosters awareness of 
the needs and values of our brothers and sisters 
in San Andrés, Itzapa in Guatemala. Our goal is for 
both communities to grow and bene�t from our 
shared journeys of faith and sponsors mission trips 
to Guatemala each summer. For more information, 
contact Peggy Lucas. The 2026 STM travelers will 
travel Sunday, June 14-Saturday, June 20.

Catholic Charities of Kansas City
Website: catholiccharities-kcsj.org/
Hope Ball: Sat., Feb. 28

Catholic Charities is busy! In 2024, they: 
•	 distributed $2.7M in emergency funds
•	 provided 270,910 lbs of food
•	 gave $2,160,000 in rent/utility assistance
•	 served 351 veterans and families
•	 supported 267 people through pregnancy, 

parenting & adoption services
•	 housed 1,108 individuals
•	 prepared 1,773 people for jobs
•	 provided sign interpretation for 52 Masses
•	 were blessed with 2,879 volunteer hours

STM parishioners help out at the Serve & Lift Cen-
ter in South Kansas City, on Longview Road.

      Tending our call
    to stewardship 
of the Earth
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Kansas City Hospice House
Website: kchospice.org
2nd Wednesday dinner & 4th Saturday breakfast

A team of people provides a breakfast and a din-
ner each month for people who have loved ones at 
Kansas City Hospice House, 120th & Wornall. Con-
tact Peggy Lucas to help provide food or to serve.

Uplift
Website: uplift.org/
3rd Wednesdays

Uplift is a not-for-pro�t charity whose mission is 
to bring care and compassion to the homeless in 
KCMO & KCKS. Parishioners prepare a casserole 
(recipe & pan provided) and drop it o� in More 
Hall. For more information, contact Peggy Lucas.

Professional & Vocational Support

Catholic Medical Association (CMA) - First Saturdays
Website: catholicmedkc.org/

The local group of the CMA meets (in MO and 
KS) for formation on First Saturdays. Their slate of 

topics can be found on their website. CMA 
is open to all Catholics engaged in the 
medical �eld (including medical students, 
residents, doctors and their families) who 
seek to serve their patients with the care 

that Jesus Christ extends. 
A list of Catholic doctors in the KC area can be 

found on their website and CMA also hosts an 
annual White Mass that will be held Wednesday, 
February 11, 2026 at 6pm at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. Email secretary@catholicmedkc.org for 
more information. 

STM Knights of Columbus Council #14270
Website: stmkc.com/, Community Life

The Knights are an international organization char-
tered on the founding principles of charity, 
unity, and fraternity. At Saint Thomas More, 
they are known for reaching out to help 
parishioners and others within the commu-
nity and contributed $2,000 in gift cards to 

help others for Christmas. 
They contributed another $4,000 to charities at 
STM and in Kansas City. Members 
meet on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month. For more information, contact 
Grand Knight Craig at 816-898-2478 or 
laird.craigs@gmail.com.

Meals for Moms
Meals can be a huge suport as families welcome 
new babies! We’re putting together an email list 
to support families in this way at STM. If you’d like 
to be on the list to know when meals are needed, 
email Hayley Shaver.

Pantry Food Drives
Website: setonkc.org/
First Sundays

Food is collected to be distributed by Seton 
Center, a comprehensive assistance center in NE 
Kansas City, and our Red Bridge Food Pantry in 
South KCMO. For more info, contact Peggy Lucas. 

One City Cafe
Website: bishopsullivan.org/one-city-cafe/
First Mondays

STM parishioners (10-12 each time) serve hot 
meals at One City Café, 3936 Troost. Volunteers 
serve as the wait sta�, giving patrons the dignity of 
eating in a nice restaurant. To help, contact Peggy 
Lucas.

reStart Homeless Shelter
Website: restartinc.org
Every Wednesday

reStart works with individuals and families to pre-
vent, navigate or end homelessness. Parishioners 
provide sack lunches which are delivered to reStart 
to help feed the people they serve. A sign-up is 
sent out to volunteers who choose the dates they 
can provide lunches and/or deliver them. For more 
info or to volunteer, contact Peggy Lucas.

Morning Glory Ministries
Website: morningglorykc.org
2nd Wednesdays & last Mondays

Morning Glory operates a breakfast soup kitchen 
at The Catholic Center, 20 W 9th Street in KCMO. 
Contact Peggy Lucas to join them.
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Young Catholic Professionals (YCP)
Website: ycpkansascity.org

YCP brings together young adults and sea-
soned business professionals in a variety of 
events to foster Catholic identity, encourage 
community and inspire action. They strive to 

integrate Faith in daily work and personal rela-
tionships and propel their professional journey 
forward.  Join the Kansas City chapter at their 4th 
year anniversary party on Friday, January 9, 5:30-
7:30pm. See their website for details.

Catholic Bar Association (CBA)
Nat'l. Website: catholicbar.org/; Local: clgkc.com

The CBA, initiated by Catholic laity, strives to build 
community among the Catholic members of the 
legal profession. The CBA exists to support Catho-
lic attorneys in living their faith within their pro-
fessions. They host an annual Red Mass in the fall. 
Please visit the websites above for more info.

Serra International 
Website: serrainternational.org/

Serra is an international ministry that 
raises awareness and support of religious 
vocations in the Church. The organiza-
tion sponsors events that support priests, 
seminarians and religious. A large num-

ber of STM parishioners are Serrans and active 
throughout the city all year. STM parish proudly 
hosts regular meetings, a dinner in November, and 
a Seminarian Mass and dinner in December. Con-
tact STM parishioner Jerry Cooke at 816-942-5311 
to get involved.

STM Vocations Committee
A committee meets to enhance parishioner and 
student awareness of programs, events and activi-
ties that support the priestly & religious vocations 
we have and to help foster the development of 
new vocations, working closely with Principal 
Tracy Stewart and Father Matt Rotert. For more 
information, contact Father Matt.

Adult Faith Formation

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
Discerning Entrance into the Catholic Church
Meet Tuesdays, 6:15-7:30pm in More Hall

OCIA is for those from another Christian tradition, 
another religious tradition, or no religious back-

ground, and for those who are Catholic and would 
like to know more about the Catholic faith.  Fellow 
sojourners, volunteers, and catechists meet weekly 
and help provide the information and experiences 
for individuals to better discern the invitation to 
become Catholic. For more information, contact 
Father Matt Rotert.

Special Religious Education for Adults
SPRED (Special Religious Education for the De-
velopmentally Delayed) is a small faith-sharing 
community for adults. Discussions and a hands-on 
approach with materials enrich their faith lives and 

knowledge of the 
Bible and Catho-
lic Teaching. The 
group meets about 
every other Mon-
day, 6:15-8:15pm at 
Saint Thomas More. 
For more informa-
tion, contact Hayley 
Shaver.

Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) 
Tuesdays, 9-10:30am in the Bauman Library

G.I.F.T. is a group of adults that meet after 8:15am 
Mass most every Tuesday. We read the gospel and 
talk about its meaning in our lives. If you are inter-
ested, contact Hayley Shaver.

The Catholic Key 
Website: catholickey.org
December/January issue now available

Curl up with the latest issue of Catholic Key maga-
zine. Hear from our bishop, learn about churches 
throughout the diocese, read faith stories of pa-
rishioners, and more!

Other Catholic Media
Catholicradionetwork.com
EWTN.com

Children/Youth Formation

First Reconciliation, First Commuion, Con�rmation
If you are seeking to have your child/ren prepared 
for any of these sacraments and they do not at-
tend STM School, please contact Hayley Shaver at 
816-942-2492 x223 or hayley@stmkc.com.
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Children's Liturgy of the Word
1st & 2nd Sundays, 9am Mass

Children through 2nd grade are dismissed before 
the readings are proclaimed in Children's Liturgy 
of the Word, to hear the readings at their own 
level. They rejoin their parents after the homily. For 
more information, contact Joan Sandford.

Vacation Bible School 
(VBS)
The week of June 22, 
More Hall
Plans for VBS are in the 
works! Volunteers are 
welcome and may contact 
Hayley Shaver. Childen 
currently in grades K-4 are 
welcome to participate, 
with older youth and adult 
volunteers.

Children's Choir
2nd Sundays, 11am Mass

Children in grades 2-4 rehearse on Mondays and 
sing on 2nd Sundays. For more information, con-
tact Bob Sandford.

Cub & Boy Scouts
Saint Thomas More boys have been active in the 
parish for decades. They usually host Fish Fry 
Friday meals in Lent, serve pancake breakfasts a 
few times each year,  pursue religious badges, and 
accomplish Eagle Scout projects. For more infor-
mation contact Joan Sandford.

Girl Scouts
The girls at Saint Thomas More have active groups 
that meet monthly, according to their ages. They 
sell the famous Girl Scout cookies and learn about 
our community and how to be good citizens as 
they earn their badges. For more information con-
tact Joan Sandford.

Commandment of the Month: 4th Commandment
“Honor your father and mother”

This Commandment is a complete guidebook for 
family life. It provides children the wisdom needed 
to choose good friends and how to be a good 
friend. It o�ers the recipe for strong, loving and 
fun marriages, and it paves the way for children to 
have a successful and joy-�lled future. God incor-

porated all these family treasures in just one of His 
AMAZING Ten Commandments.  

An easy way to teach children the 4th Com-
mandment is to tell them to hold up four �ngers 
on their right hand. Then, holding the four �ngers 
just above their right eye, as though they are salut-
ing, have them say, “The 4th Commandment is, 
Honor your father and mother.”

Adult Volunteers

New volunteers are welcome in all of our minis-
tries. Adult volunteers who work with children and 
youth (under 18 years of age) are required to:
•	 submit to a background check 
•	 read and acknowledge the policy on Ethics & 

Integrity in Ministry.
•	 attend a Protecting God's Children workshop,
•	 complete online Mandated Reporter training.

All adult requirements may be ful�lled through 
the website virtus.org. Click on First Time Reg-
istrant and choose the Diocese of Kansas City~St. 
Joseph (not KS). Create your account and proceed 
through the steps.

See page 10 for information on reporting abuse.
For additional information on safe environ-

ment e�orts and procedures within our diocese, 
please visit kcsjocyp.org or contact Joan Sandford.

Fellowship & Social Opportunities

Women of STM
The Women of STM gather through the year for a 
variety of events: social, spiritual, and service ori-
ented. All women are invited to take part! For more 
information, contact Hayley Shaver. 
One of the outreach connections the women have 
made is with Journey House for women who have 
been recently 
released from 
prison. Some 
of the women 
are pictured 
here with 
Christmas 
gifts from 
STM.
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Men of STM
Fridays, 6:15-7am (Co�ee/Donuts, 5:45am)

Men of all ages are invited to More Hall for "Into 
the Breach." This video series from the Knights of 
Columbus seeks to answer what it means to be a 
Catholic man in today's world. Contact Joan Sand-
ford for more information.

The Men of STM also hold Texas Hold 'em 
Tournaments through the year and an annual golf 
tournament in early May. 

School of Love
Website: schoolo�oveusa.com

Date Night Live is a beloved, quarterly, in-person 
event in Kansas City for married couples of all 
ages.  We start your date with food, drinks, friends, 
& a brief talk on faith, marriage, family.  Then, we 
provide you optional discussion kick-starter ques-
tions, & you go �nish your date at the event site, 
at home, or out on the town. Engaged couples are 
also welcome, as are babies under 1.  Date Night 
is held at di�erent venues through the year and is 
a free event. Email info@schoolo�oveusa.com for 
more information.

Extracurricular Activities:  Students have the oppor-
tunity to engage in a variety of extracurricular activi-
ties, including choir, band, robotics, chess club, Lego 
club, craft club, art club, spelling bee, geography bee, 
basketball, football, track, cross country, volleyball, 
Student Council, and a talent show.

Innovative Learning Approaches:  We have begun 
STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, 
Art, and Math) and project-based learning projects fur-
ther enriching our educational o�erings and fostering 
a holistic learning environment.  Plans are in the works 
to further enhance this leap into 21st century learning.

Registration for the 2026-27 school year will begin 
March 2nd. Registration fees will be determined and 
published in advance. Watch the parish bulletin for 
information on registration dates and fees. Please 
also check out your eligibility for MO Scholars at 
brightfuturesfund.org.

Tours may be scheduled by calling the school at 816-
942-5581 or visiting stmkcschool.org.

STM School  
Tracy Stewart, Principal
8 1 6 - 9 4 2 - 5 5 8 1    S T M K C S C H O O L . O R G

Our school 

Quality Education in a Catholic Atmosphere:  Our institution provides a quality education in 
a Catholic environment for parishioners, non-parishioners, and non-Catholics from preschool 
through 8th grade. Currently, we serve 462 students, maintaining a maximum of 20 students per class to ensure 
personalized attention. Over 69% of our teachers hold a master's degree and bring an average of 21 years of teach-
ing experience to our classrooms. This expertise enhances the learning experience for our students.

Open House

Sunday, January 25, 10am-1pm
Meet faculty and sta�, take a tour, learn 

about registration for the 2026-27 school 

year!
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Annual STM School Auction

Saturday, February 1, 2025 at STM School
Visit stmauction.org.
Tickets on sale now!
Support Fund-a-Need for teaching in the 21st 
century. "Imagination to Innovation: Investing 
in Technology and STEAM* Learning" including 
developing a STEAM lab. Contribute today at 
stmauction.org.

D E C E M B E R  2 1  &  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5  B U L L E T I N 9R E A D Y  T O  J O I N  S T M ?  S T M K C . C O M / R E G I S T E R

Young Catholic Adults (20's & 30's)
City on a Hill (COAH)
Website: kansascityonahill.org/
The young adults in our diocese are very active 
throughout the year. Their two major events each 
meet every other month. They are:

•	 Tuesdays at the Boulevard begins with 
Mass at Sacred Heart-Guadalupe Parish, 
followed by drinks and pizza at Boulevard 
Brewery ($20). Next event: January 20, 5:30-
10:30pm at Sacred Heart-Guadalupe Parish, 
2544 Madison Ave., KCMO 64108.

•	 KC Underground (KCU) is a powerful op-
portunity to come before the Lord in Adora-
tion by candlelight, accompanied by prayer-
ful music and the opportunity to receive 
Reconciliation. Next event: February 19, 
7-9pm at Saint Peter's in KCMO. (This event 
will be at STM on June 18.) 

Other Opportunities include
•	 Trips/Retreats
•	 Small Groups and socials
•	 Sports - from dodgeball and bowling to 

softball and �ag football

For more information call the school o�ce at 

816-942-5581 or visit stmkcschool.org.

Financial aid:   MOScholars

The State of Missouri provides K-12 MOScholars 
scholarships, available for qualifying families to 
use in private schools, including Catholic schools. 
The program took e�ect July 1, 2022. Each quali-
fying student at STM receives $6,375 annually 
toward tuition through high school.
To designate your tax dollars to this fund or 
to �nd out if you qualify for a scholarship for the 
2026-27, school year, please visit brightfutures-
fund.org/.

*STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. These �ve areas work togeth-
er to help students think creatively, solve problems and understand how di�erent subjects connect in real 
life. Students learn to think in more �exible and innovative ways.
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Peggy’s Ponderings - “Pickles"
In today's Gospel reading, we learn 
what a pickle Joseph found himself 
in when he realized that Mary was 
with child. He wanted to do the 
right thing and had it all planned 
out! Friends, I may have mentioned 

this before, I, too, am a planner. I �nd something 
that needs to be solved, so to speak, and my 
mind races to �nd the answers. I decide what 
needs to be done with the information I have.  
Most of the time, I forge ahead thinking I know 
the answer. Then hopefully God intervenes. Why 
do I say hopefully? Because what I am trying 
to learn is that God knows way better than I do 
what needs to happen so that there is the out-
come that glori�es him. 

God intervened beautifully with Joseph, giv-
ing him clear direction from an angel on how 
God wanted the situation handled. Gratefully, 
Joseph was an obedient man, realizing that God 
is his Lord, and would follow where God leads. 
What a beautiful message, that when I �nd my-
self in a pickle, no matter what size the pickle, 
I can allow God to give me direction, and if I 
choose to follow God’s lead, things will turn out 
in a way that God can bless more abundantly. I 
can only imagine Joseph's joy in the gift of be-
ing Jesus' parent. 

My prayer for you, as we approach the day we 
honor Christ's birth, is that you have noticed this 
Advent season a stronger leading from God in 
your life so that you can realize just how abun-
dantly God loves you and wants to bless you 
and your loved ones. Amen. 

	 Blessings on your spiritual journey,
	 Peggy Lucas, Pastoral Associate

Christmas Books

Each year, the Men of STM pur-
chases books to hand out to 
everyone at the Christmas Masses. 
We hope this year's book inspires 
ou! Happy reading!

About the book:
Matthew Kelly spent thirty years rushing from one 
thing to the next. Leaving one thing early, arriving 
at the next thing late, squeezing as much as was 
inhumanely possible into each day—always striv-

ing for more, better, and faster. But then something 
changed.

The faster you go, the more likely you are to 
crash, but we just keep going faster. We think if we 
get all the urgent stu� done, we will have time for 
what’s important. But we never do.

Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy isn’t just a 
book. It’s a way of life. It will quite simply and in 
every way imaginable change your life.

Thank you!
Thanks to the Art & Environment Committee, led 
by Jana Lang, for their hard work, decorating to 
make the church look so wonderful for Advent, 
Christmas and all year. 
Thanks to STM parishioner Gloria Pizzichino for 
once again paying for all of the poinsettias.
Thanks to the Men of STM for purchasing the 
Christmas books, again.
Thanks to Liturgy Coordinator Sharon Arnett 
and Ministry Scheduler Pat Gillespie for their 
work over the years to sta� the many Masses.
Thanks to the many ushers, readers, Eucharistic 
Ministers, and musicians for showing up and 
sharing their gifts at Masses, especially making 
time for the Christmas Mass assistance.

Neighbors in Need
We had a recent collection on Thanksgiving for 
the Neighbors in Need ministry. Thank you all for 
your generosity. This season has been seemingly 
harder than the last several I have been involved 
in for this ministry. As costs continue to rise, 
funds for help in the community keep dwindling. 
I �nd myself in despair sometimes as to how 
to help! The Knights of Columbus make this a 
little easier each season as they donate $2000 in 
Walmart gift cards ($50 denominations).

I have the gift of witnessing the tears of joy 
when I provide these cards during this season 
of giving to a single parent, an elderly person, a 
person on disability, or someone who has found 
themselves in a situation not of their own mak-
ing that has depleted their funds.  I hope as you 
read this, you receive a warmness in your heart 
knowing that you are making a di�erence, even 
if all you can give is a prayer of compassion for 
those that struggle.

Peggy Lucas, Pastoral Associate
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Here to serve
ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED?  

Contact Father Matt at 942-2492 x204 or mrotert@stmkc.com  
for marriage preparation information.

DO YOU HAVE A NEWBORN ?

Contact Hayley Shaver at 942-2492 x223 or hayley@stmkc.com for 
Baptismal preparation information.

ARE YOU AN ADULT SEEKING THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION? 

Contact Father Matt at 942-2492 x204 or mrotert@stmkc.com

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 

Contact Father Matt at 942-2492 x204 or mrotert@stmkc.com to learn 
about classes.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING A LOSS OR STRUGGLING WITH AN ILLNESS?

Contact Peggy Lucas at 942-2492 x210 or peggy@stmkc.com for support.

stmkc.com/register

Ready to join 
STM?

REGISTER 
TODAY

STM collects a load 
of food the �rst 
Sunday of each 
month. The food is 
distributed to Seton 
Center, a compre-
hensive assistance 
center in NE Kansas 
City, and our Red 
Bridge Food Pantry 
in South KCMO. 

An annual back-to-
school drive pro-
vides school sup-
plies through Seton 
Center and served 
over 200 students 
this year. 

 
In 2024, up to 
December 10, the 
STM Neighbors in 
Need fund provided 
$33,741.57 in rent/
utility assistance 

Grateful for STM's Generosity

and food/gas cards to 77 
individuals/families. This fund 
is available to help parishioners 
and others who live within our 
parish boundaries and �nd 
themselves in �nancial di�cul-
ty.  If you are in need or would 
like to contribute to this fund, 
contact Peggy Lucas.  

STM Knights of Columbus sup-
plied $2,000 in gift cards to 
help families for Christmas. 

This year, STM parishioners 
provided gifts for over 200 
children  through Seton Cen-
ter and another 15 children 
through Catholic Charities. 
Approximately 10 large bags 
were given to Journey to New 
Life, with another 10 going to 
Morning Glory Ministries.

Sorting Seton Center school drive items

Visiting the 
orphanage at 
our Guatemala 
mission

Cleaning up Blue 
River Road nearby.
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Encountering the Word
with Je� Cavins

Dive Deep

Scan this code to w

Or go to:

https://media.ascensionpr

Micah 5:1-4a • Hebrews 10:5-10 • Luke 1:39-45

Fourth Sunday of Advent (C)

Blessed Are You!

We cannot completely understand the coming of Jesus if we don’t comprehend 

the role his mother played. We see that the Blessed Virgin Mary is cast as the 

new Ark of the Covenant. The Ark, located in the Holy of Holies, was the center of 

Israel’s worship. It was made of acacia wood with gold overlay. On top of the Ark was 

the mercy seat, with two cherubim looking at each other and their wings pointed 

toward one another. Inside the box were three important things: manna symbolized 

God’s provision, the Ten Commandments represented God’s Word, and Aaron’s 

sta� pointed to the high priestly line. God met with Israel right there, at the Ark of 

the Covenant.

In 2 Samuel 6, King David brings the Ark into Jerusalem, and we notice three things. 

One, they go into the hill country of Judea on the way in. Two, David dances joyfully 

before the Ark. Three, the king wonders how he is worthy enough for the Ark to come 

to him.

Now we come to today’s Gospel and see the Visitation. Luke—using language identical 

to 2 Samuel 6—tells us that Mary is the new Ark of the Covenant. Like David, “Mary 

traveled to the hill country” to Judah, 

where she greeted Elizabeth. Her 

cousin heard Mary’s greeting, and 

her child, John the Baptist, leaped, 

resembling David’s dancing. Elizabeth’s 

question—“How does this happen ... 

that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me?”—parallels King David’s.

These biblical stories from the Old and 

New Testaments reveal powerfully that 

Advent is about us, the adopted sons 

and daughters of God, receiving the 

Live the Gosp

Je� Cavins says, “Elizabe

tells her cousin Mary, 

‘Blessed are you who 

believed that what was 

spoken to you by the L

would be fulfilled.’ Ble

are you if you believe w

the Lord has said to y

gives us three beautiful gi�

in the Messiah: the W

of God, the Eucharist, and 

access to the Father thr

Jesus, the great high pr

Advent is about receiv

those gi�s through Our L

thanks to the yes of Our 

Blessed Mother.”
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Parish Calendar of Events
Sat., Jan. 4 - Boy Scout Merit Badge Day, 8am-
3pm
Sat.-Sun., Jan. 4-5 - Monthly Food Drive, Narthex
Mon., Jan. 6 - STM Serves at One City Cafe

Living Waters begins, 7-9:30pm, Church
Tue., Jan. 7 - OCIA, 6:15-7:30pm, More Hall A
Wed., Jan. 8 - K Daisy Scouts, 3:30pm, More Hall C

School of Religion, 6:15-7:30pm, More Hall A
Thu., Jan. 9 - Knights of Columbus mtg., 7pm
Fri., Jan. 10 - Fresh Fire, 7-9pm, Church 
Mon., Jan. 13 - SPRED Class, 6:30-8:30pm 
Tue., Jan. 14 - School Adoration, 2-3pm

OCIA, 6:15-7:30pm, More Hall A
Home & School mtg., 6:30pm, More Hall C

Wed., Jan. 15 - STM accepts casseroles for Uplift
Peer Support Grief Group, 4-5pm, More Hall

Sun., Jan. 26 - Catholic Schools Week begins
School Open House, 10am-1pm

Sat., Feb. 1 - School Auction
Fri., Feb. 7 - Fresh Fire, 7-9pm, Church
Wed., Mar. 5 - Ash Wednesday

Masses at 6:15am, 8:15am, 6pm
Sun., Apr. 13 - Palm Sunday begins Holy Week-
Sun., Apr. 20 - Easter Sunday

Notes
Parish O�ce Hours
The o�ce will be closed December 24-26 and at 
1pm December 31 through New Year's Day. 

The Solemnity of Mary (January 1) 
Masses at 9am and 6pm

School O�ce Hours
Monday-Thursday, 8am-3:45pm
Friday, 8:30am-3:30pm
School reopens Tuesday, January 6.

Please hold in prayerPlease hold in prayer
...our family and friends who are sick:
Joe Byrnes
...our family and friends who have died:
Laura Rupp; Sylvia Elder; Carol Schae�er

Diocesan Ombudsman - David Noordeloos
816-213-6024 or ombudsman@diocesekcsj.org

Victim Advocate
816-714-2357 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org

Parish O�ce Hours

O�ce Hours: M-W  8:45am-3:30pm;  T-Th 8:45am-5pm
                     F 8:45am-1pm

Parish O�ce Sta�

Sharon Arnett 
Liturgy Coordinator  
x208  sharon@stmkc.com

Peggy Lucas
Pastoral Associate/Outreach
x 210  peggy@stmkc.com

Mary Begnaud 
Receptionist 
x201  mary@stmkc.com

Father Sam Miloscia
Associate Pastor
x 203  smiloscia@stmkc.com

Veronica Dean-Bonnichsen 
Director of Operations
veronica@stmkc.com

Father Matt Rotert
Pastor 
x204 mrotert@stmkc.com

Scott Dulle 
Building & Grounds Director
dulle_scott@stmcyclones.
org

Bob Sandford
Publications & Music 
Director 
x212  bob@stmkc.com

Dcn. Tyrone Gutierrez 
Deacon
dcntyrone@stmkc.com

Joan Sandford 
O�ce Manager 
x202  joan@stmkc.com

Jylian Hudson
Funeral & Wedding Liturgist 
jylian@stmkc.com

Hayley Shaver 
Evangelization & Disciple-
ship
x223  hayley@stmkc.com

Parish Finance Council

Mark Meierho�er		  Stefanie Bresette
Bruce Gregg		                 Laura Christopherson

Questions? Email FinanceCouncil@stmkc.com.

   

T O  R E G I S T E R    
as a member of Saint Thomas More Parish... 

...go to stmkc.com/registration, contact the parish 
o�ce or pick up a registration form on the Infor-
mation table in the church narthex.



Safe Environment Information
The Diocese of Kansas City~Saint Joseph is commit-
ted to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you 
are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect 
sexual abuse:

•	 Call the MO Child Abuse Hotline, 1-800-392-3738 
(if the victim is currently under the age of 18), or KS 
Protection Report Center, 1-800-922-5330, and

•	 Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 
911, and 

•	 After reporting to these civil and law enforcement 
authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 
minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombuds-
man, Joe Crayon, at crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org or 
816-812-2500 if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph.

The diocese has a sincere commitment to providing 
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 
and their families. Please contact the Victim Advocate at 
816-392-0011 or victim advocate@diocesekcsj.org.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, contact:
Joan Sandford, Parish Safe Environment Coordinator, 
safety@stmkc.com or 816-942-2492 x202, OR
Dan Garrison, School Safe Environment Coordinator, 
garrison_dan@stmcyclones.org or 816-942-5581.

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S
For the daily readings, visit usccb.org/bible/reading. 
Have the readings sent to your email each day, hear 
the readings read to you, or watch a video with a 
re�ection based on the readings.

Mass Intentions 
Mon:       
12/22

8:15am Mary Kate Hughes†

Tues:       
12/23

6:15am

8:15am

EMTs
Michael Bua†

Wed:
12/24

4:00pm

6:00pm

Deceased Priests of the Diocese†

Our Parishioners

Thur: 
12/25

12:00am

9:00am

Frank & Ann Gioia†

Sam Arello†

Fri:
12/26

8:15am Brian Hodes†

Sat:     
12/27

4:00pm Thomas Fahey† 

Sun:
12/28

7:30am

9:00am 

11:00am

Our Parishioners
Kenny Benso† 

Charles Palmentere family†

 † Deceased   		  **School Mass   

To request a Mass intention, stop by the parish o�ce or call 816-
942-2492. Suggested donation per Mass is $10.
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TJ BRENNAN- Parishioner 

816.394.2224 
• HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE 
tjbrennan@cekinsurance.com 

www.cekinsurance.com A Company

Overhead Door Company of Kansas City™

FREE ESTIMATES • 816-320-5430
OverheadDoorKansasCity.com

REPAIR + REPLACE GARAGE DOORS AND OPENERS

RESIDENTIAL DOORS

SERVING KANSAS CITY SINCE 1927

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

O�ce: 913-722-6200

Cell: 913-269-7124

julie@juliestoll.com

Julie Stoll

State Farm Agent

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jon Becker

jbecker@4LPi.com     (800) 950-9952 x2536
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MEDICARE
Let me help you!     30 years experience

816-942-0666 • mboesen@kc.rr.com

Mary Owens Boesen 
Parishioner 

Life & Health Insurance Sales

Exterior - Interior - Decks - Residential & Commercial

     Frank Pileggi - Owner

     www.PileggiPainting.com
       frank@pileggipainting.com | 913-558-5204

PILEGGI PAINTINGCatholic Family
C R E D I T  U N I O N

Full Service For All Your Needs
816-444-7440

9237 Ward Parkway, Ste 114
www.catholicfamilycu.com

Savings Insured by the NCUA up to $250,000

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

In home evaluations and

treatments helps you skip the

wait and get the care you need,

when and where you need it.

Meghan Macy
FNP-BC, APRN, NE

www.urgentcareathomekc.com
(816) 223-7638

State Line Real Estate

Direct Line: (913) 312-3630  

Mobile: (816) 835-3230 

TinaGaughan@gmail.com  

TinaGaughan.com

11251 Nall Ave. • Leawood, KS 66211

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Tina R. Gaughan 

REALTOR®, SRES

QUARTZ • GRANITE • GLASS • TILE • CABINETS

*Only valid on initial consultation. Minimum purchase required. See store for details. Offer for a limited time only.

Your One-Stop Shop
for Home Remodeling

SAVE $500*

ON YOUR NEXT 
REMODELING PROJECT

Call 816-994-9150
for a FREE In-Home

Consultation Today
QUARTZ • GLASS • STONE

(816)942-0990 | 13037 Holmes Rd.

13033 Holmes Rd.

(816)569.2887 (cuts)

For Pricing call (913) 469-0220  
or visit cottagecare.com

www.rockhursths.edu

ALLfor boys

To build whole men.

BE A 

HAWKLET

SOLAR & ROOFING
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Plan ahead

We’ll take the first step With you.

BURIAL • ENTOMBMENT • CREMATION • TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES • CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

612 W Foxwood Dr 

Raymore, M0 64083 

(816) 322-5278

Your financial partner throughout your life.

Matthew Pomianek, AAMS®, Financial Advisor, Parishioner 

5000 W 95th St Ste 103 

Prairie Village, KS 66207 

913-648-6084 
matthew.pomianek@edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

 Allied 
 ConCrete 
 ProduCts 

residentiAl 
sewAge 

treAtment 
ComPAny, inC.

12800 2nd St. Grandview

  816-966-8836 816-966-8885 

  Judy, Pete, & Amparo Furey Kathy Maguire & Tom Fritts
 Parishioners Parishioners

KC’s Leading Decking &  
Andersen Window Supplier

Mike McGlinn  
 Parishioner

816-331-2211  OwenLumber.com

Carpets | Area Rugs | Upholstery
Hardwood Floors | Air Ducts

Tile & Grout| Residential/Commercial

(816) 425-3655 
www.zerorezkc.com Steven Phelps

816-444-2060 

www.muehlebachchapel.com
“Our Family Dedicated to Serving Yours.”

Muehlebach Funeral Care 

& Cremation Services

Parishioners:

Steve & Nicole Pierce  

Jordan Pierce 
STM Class of 2011 

Jenny Mertes 

Tom Reagan

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jon Becker

jbecker@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2536

We are an

Independent

Agency With

Over 30 Years

of Experience

• Auto

• Home

• Life

• Commercial

Mary Nestel

816-361-6442

9233 Ward Parkway Ste 124  

Kansas City, MO 64114

www.nestelinsurance.com
info@nestelinsurance.com

Landscape Design 
& Installation

Let me design your 

dream landscape now!

Book now

913-515-4166
malachy@connorlandscaping.com

Buy one Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner Combo meal 

and get one of equal or lesser value FREE
Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering. 

 Not valid with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2026 

Code 0710

REDEEMABLE ONLY AT:
24 Highway McDonald’s 

11700 East US Highway 24 
Independence, MO

Eastland McDonald's 
18910 East US Highway 40 

Independence, MO

Susquehanna McDonald’s 
16235 East US Highway 24 

Independence, MO

BR Crossing McDonald’s 
11801 East US Highway 40 

Independence, MO 

40 Highway McDonald’s 
920 SW US Highway 40 

Blue Springs, MO

North 7 McDonald’s 
814 NW State Route 7 

Blue Springs, MO

Woods Chapel McDonald’s 
1515 NW Woods Chapel Rd 

Blue Springs, MO

South 7 McDonald’s 
3116 South 7 Highway 

Blue Springs, MO

Chouteau McDonald’s 
4400 N Chouteau Traffic Way 

Kansas City, MO

Broadway McDonald’s 
3741 Broadway Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO

Red Bridge McDonald’s 
11001 Hickman Mills Drive 

Kansas City, MO

Blue Ridge McDonald’s 
5260 Blue Ridge Boulevard 

Raytown, MO
®

WE GOT YOUR BACK!

816-402-2217

Call us!

Part-time Childcare Jobs

We�re 
Hiring!

Funerals  |  CremaƟons  |   RecepƟons  |  CelebraƟons
“CelebraƟng Lives”    816-942-6180  |  www.mcgilleystatelinechapel.com

Patrick McGilley, 6th GeneraƟon Family  |  Joe Haster, Pre Planning Advisor


